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The tragic events of September 11, 2001 provided a wake-up call to the world. Violence surrounds us at 
all levels. That has been just as evident here in Canada as around the world where the news reminds us 
daily of the results of violence. 


Canadians received their own wake-up call on December 6, 1989 when fourteen young women were 
tragically killed at I’Ecole Polytechnique in Montréal because of their gender. In response, the 
Government of Canada established December 6 as the National Day of Remembrance and Action on 
Violence Against Women. 


Beyond commemorating the loss of these fourteen young lives, this day represents a time to pause and 
reflect on the phenomenon of violence against women in our society. It is also a time to have a special 
thought for all the women who live daily with the threat of violence or who have died as a result of 
deliberate acts of gender-based violence. Last but not least, it is a day for communities to reflect on 
concrete actions that each of us can take to prevent and eliminate all forms of violence against women. 


Status of Women Canada (SWC) has developed this Organizer’s Tool Kit, filled with useful information 
such as statistics on violence against women, a list of resources, film and video suggestions, etc. This | 
Organizer’s Tool Kit is also reproduced on our Web site and all sections can easily be downloaded in 
Adobe Acrobat*. Feel free to reproduce it — or part of it — and circulate it to your colleagues, friends 
and/or community. 


Let’s work together to end violence against women. 
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* The Acrobat Reader software is available free from http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep.htm 


STATUS OF WOMEN CANADA 
123 Slater Street - 10" floor 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1H9 


Telephone: (613) 995-7835 E-mail (info): Communications@swe-cfc.gc.ca 
T.D.D.: (613) 996-1322 E-mail (to order material): Publications@swe-cfc.gc.ca 
Fax: (613) 943-2386 Web site: http://www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/dec6/ 
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Questions and Answers 


on violence against women 


WHAT IS THE NATIONAL DAY OF 
REMEMBRANCE AND ACTION ON VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN? 


The National Day of Remembrance and Action 
on Violence Against Women is on December 6. 
Established in 1991 by the Parliament of Canada, 
this day coincides with the sad anniversary of the 
1989 Montréal Massacre when fourteen young 
women were tragically killed at I’Ecole 
Polytechnique because of their gender. 


Beyond commemorating the loss of these fourteen 
young lives, this day represents a time to pause 
and reflect on the phenomenon of violence 
against women in our society. It is also a time to 
have a special thought for all the women and girls 
who live daily with the threat of violence or who 
have died as a result of deliberate acts of gender- 
based violence. Last but not least, it is a day for 
communities to reflect on concrete actions that 
each Canadian can take to prevent and eliminate 
all forms of violence against women. 


WHAT IS VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN? 


In the United Nations Declaration on the 
Elimination of Violence against Women, the term 
violence against women refers to “any act of 
gender-based violence that results in, or is likely 
to result in, physical, sexual or psychological 
harm or suffering to women, including threats of 
such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of 
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Violence against women is also a “manifestation 
of the historically unequal power relations 
between men and women which have led to 
domination over and discrimination against 
women by men and to the prevention of 
women’s full advancement”. 


Source: 
United Nations (1995) Platform for Action and the Beijing 
Declaration, pp. 73-75, declaration 112-118. 


According to the Panel on Violence Against 
Women (1993), violence against women can 
take many forms. It is most commonly divided 
into the following categories: 


e Psychological violence: It encompasses various 
tactics to undermine an individual’s 
self-confidence such as yelling, insults, 
mockeries, threats, abusive language, 
humiliation, harassment, contempt, deliberate 
deprivation of emotional care or isolation. 


e Physical violence: The most obvious, it ranges 
from pushing and shoving to hitting, beating, 
physical abuse with a weapon, torture, 
mutilation and murder. 


e Sexual violence: It encompasses any form of 
non-consensual sexual activity (i.e., forced on an 
individual) ranging from harassment, unwanted 
sexual touching, to rape. This form of violence 
also includes incest. 


e Financial violence: It encompasses various 
tactics for total or partial control of an 
individual’s finances, inheritance or 
employment income. It may include denying 
access to one’s own financial records and 
knowledge about personal investments, 
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income or debt, or preventing a partner from 
taking employment outside the home or 
engaging in other activity that would lead to 
financial independence. 


e Spiritual abuse: It works to destroy an 
individual's cultural or religious beliefs through 
ridicule or punishment, forbidding practice of 
a personal religion or forcing someone to 
adhere to religious practices that are not their 
own. 


Source: 

The Canadian Panel on Violence Against Women (1993) 
Changing the Landscape: Ending Violence~Achieving Equality, 
Final Report, pp. 6-7. 


WHY FOCUS ON VIOLENCE AGAINST 
WOMEN? 


Violence against anyone is unacceptable no 
matter one’s gender, age, religion, ethnicity, 
sexual orientation or mental and physical 
capabilities. 


All members of society are affected by violence. 
However, Canadian women tend to be more 
fearful of being victims of crime than men. 
Women and girls make up the vast majority of 
victims of sexual assaults and criminal 
harassment. Female victims of spousal violence 
tend to experience more severe consequences 
than male victims. They are also more likely to 
suffer some kind of physical injury and to be 
victims of multiple incidents. In 2000, three of 
four victims of spousal homicide were female 
(for more details see Some Facts on violence 
against women in Canada). 


The focus on violence against women is not 
meant to deny or diminish the rate of violence 
against men. However, violence against women 
is a complex issue that is closely linked to 
attitudes, values and systems that contribute to 
maintaining and perpetuating inequality of 
women in society. It touches every Canadian 
community and has enormous social and 
economic costs to our communities and to the 


country. 
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WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN? 


Violence against women carries heavy 
consequences for those who are victims and for 
society in general. 


For female victims of violence: The consequences 
are not identical from one person to another. 

They vary according to factors such as the nature 
and gravity of the violence, duration, personality of 
the victim, the support network and resources 
available. Among the psychological 
consequences, are fear, distrust, anxiety, feelings 
of guilt and/or shame, loss of self-esteem, difficulty 
concentrating, depression and thoughts of suicide, 
use of drugs, alcohol and/or other medications. 
Physical signs of violence may include wounds, 
restless sleep, nightmares, insomnia, nausea, 
injuries, permanent disability, unwanted 
pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases (STD) 
and death. Social impacts of violence may 
include isolation, stigmatization, failing grades in 
school or poor performance at work, absenteeism, 
financial difficulties, etc. 


For society: Fear of aggression is present not only 
in the lives of victims of violence but also in the lives 
of many women. How many women do not dare 
to travel alone, go on a nature hike, stay out late or 
walk home alone in the evening? Furthermore, 
girls and boys who witness or experience violence in 
the home are at high risk of becoming victims 
and/or abusers later in life. In 1995, the financial 
costs to society in health care, social services, 
criminal justice and lost employment were 
established to exceed $4.2 billion annually in 
Canada. Costs related to health and well-being 
alone amount over $1.5 billion. 


Sources: 

Day, T. (1995) The Health-related costs of violence against 
women in Canada - The tip of the iceberg, Centre for 
Research on Violence Against Women and Children. 


Moisan, M. (1993) Pour que cesse I’inacceptable : avis sur la 
violence faite aux femmes, Gov. of Québec, Status of Women 
Council, pp. 19-23. 


Prieur, D. et al (1992) Taking action: A union guide to ending 
violence against women, BC Federation of Labour and 
Women’s Research Centre. 
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What can I do to commemorate 
the National Day 

of Remembrance and Action 
|on Violence Against Women? 


The following is a list of examples of activities 
organized by groups and individuals to mark the 
National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence 
Against Women or to increase awareness of violence 
against women at any time throughout the year. 


Spread the word about the National Day of 
Remembrance and Action on Violence Against 
Women. How? 

e By sending an e-mail message to your 
colleagues and friends to suggest they 
visit the section of Status of Women 
Canada’s Web site dedicated to this 
special day. 

e You could also put a special message on 
your fax cover sheet, your voice mail, your 
Web site, in your computer screensaver or 
in employees’ pay envelopes. 


Wear a white ribbon or a purple ribbon to 
show your commitment to end violence 
against women. 


Review Status of Women Canada’s Web site 
(http://www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/dec6/) or one of 
the Web sites listed in this Organizer’s Tool 
Kit. 


Observe a minute of silence on December 6 to 
remember those whose lives have been 
affected by violence and to consider what you 
can do personally to help end violence against 
women. 


Put up the poster produced by Status of 
Women Canada for the National Day of 
Remembrance and Action on Violence Against 
Women on bulletin boards or on the walls in 
your school or workplace. 


Write an article on violence against women 
and submit it for publication in your 
organization’s newsletter, school paper or 
local newspaper. 


Set up an information fair with displays 
featuring local resources for victims of crime 
and material on violence against women. 
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¢ Hold a vigil or silent remembrance ceremony 
In commemoration of women who have died 
as a result of deliberate acts of violence. 


e Organize a lunch time discussion on the 
issue of violence against women. 


e Show a video on violence against women 
(see list of suggested videos) and hold a 
discussion afterwards. It may be helpful to 
have the discussion moderated by a special 
resource person. 


e Request a resolution from your school or city 
council proclaiming December 6 to be 
National Day of Remembrance and Action 
on Violence Against Women. 


e Organize a conference, a round table, or a 
panel discussion with guest speakers to 
discuss issues related to violence against 
women. 


e Present a show, a concert or a play related 
to the theme of violence against women and 
donate the proceeds to a local organization 
helping women in your community. 


e Organize a fundraising eveni for local crisis 
centre or a shelter for abused women. 


IN THE CLASSROOM, 


e Ask students to work on a project about 
violence against women. Turn it into a 
composition, a poem, a book report, a 
speech, or a research paper. 


e Lead a discussion on topics such as healthy 
relationships, male and female stereotypes 
and their impact on violence, date rape, 
violence in the media, etc. 
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e Launch a photography, video, drawing, 
poetry or essay contest in your school on the 
theme of “Taking action now to end violence 
against women!”. Perhaps a local bookstore 
could offer a prize. 


e Don’t forget! Prior to any activity in the 
classroom, it is important to discuss with the 
students the reasons why they think 
December 6 has been declared National 
Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence 
Against Women. Ask “Why are we 
addressing this topic?” 


DON’T FORGET! 
No MATTER WHERE YOU ARE 


e Copy — in part or in whole — this Organizer’s 
Tool Kit produced by SWC and distribute it 


free of charge to as many people as 
possible. 


e Visit the “Calendar of Events” section on 
SWC’'s Web site to find out what activities 
are happening across the country to 
commemorate the National Day of 
Remembrance and Action on Violence 
Against Women. 


e Stretch your creativity and come up with your 
own way to mark this special day. 


e Let us know what you did for the National 
Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence 
Against Women by completing the 
evaluation form or sending us an e-mail, a 
fax or a letter. 
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Where can I find information 
on violence against women 
and related material ? 


The following is a sampling of useful resources, Web sites and videos related to violence 
against women to assist you in preparing activities to commemorate the National Day of 
Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women or simply to provide you with useful 
facts and background information on the issue. 


Please note this document is not meant to be an exhaustive listing but rather a starting 
point for further information on the issue. 


RESOURCES 
§ AND PRODUCTS 


STATUS OF WOMEN CANADA 
Status of Women Canada (SWC) has developed this Organizer’s Tool Kit (publication 01-G-012 — also 
available on-line and for download in Acrobat) and a Poster (publication 01-G-011). A Calendar of 
Events indicating the various activities happening across the country is also posted on SWC Web site. 
Status of Women Canada (SWC) 
123 Slater Street — 10" floor 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1H9 
Telephone: (613) 995-7835 


TDD: (613) 996-1322 

Fax: (613) 943-2386 

Web site: http://www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/dec6/ 

E-mail: Publications@swc-cfc.gc.ca (to order material) 


Communications@swc-cfc.gc.ca (for more info) 


NATIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE ON FAMILY VIOLENCE — HEALTH CANADA 
To obtain articles, pamphlets, reports and information kits on issues related to domestic violence. Items 
may also be borrowed through interlibrary loan from the Departmental Library of Health Canada. 
NATIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE ON FAMILY VIOLENCE — HEALTH CANADA 
Healthy Communities Division — Centre for Healthy Human Development 
Jeanne Mance Building — Tunney's Pasture — Address Locator: 1907d1 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1B4 
Telephone: — (613) 957-2938 or 1-800-267-1291 (Toll free number in Canada) 


{iq DADs (613) 952-6396 or 1-800-561-5643 
Fax: (613) 941-8930 
Web site: http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ne-cn 
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EDUCATION WIFE ASSAULT 
To purchase educational resources, material, posters and other supplies. 
Education Wife Assault 
427 Bloor Street West — Box 7 
Toronto, Ontario M5S 1X7 
Telephone: (416) 968-3422 
TTY: (416) 968-7335 


Fax: (416) 968-2026 
Web site: http://www.womanabuseprevention.com 
E-mail: info@womanabuseprevention.com 


WHITE RIBBON CAMPAIGN 
To purchase posters, white ribbons, pins and other supplies. 
White Ribbon Campaign 
365 Bloor Street East — Suite 203 
Toronto, Ontario M4W 3L4 
Telephone: (416) 920-6684 or 1-800-328-2228 (Tool Free number in Canada) 


Fax: (416) 920-1678 
E-mail: info@whiteribbon.ca 
Web site: http://www.whiteribbon.ca 


ROSE BUTTON CAMPAIGN 
To purchase “rose buttons” designed by Artist Joss McLennan to commemorate the 14 young women 
killed in Montreal on December 6, 1989. 

YWCA of/du Canada 

590 Jarvis Street — 5" Floor 

Toronto, Ontario MAY 254 

Telephone: (416) 962-8881 


Fax: (416) 962-8084 
E-mail: national@ywcacanada.ca 
Web site: http://www.ywcacanada.ca/resource/rsc_rosebutton.html 


FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION FUND (U.S.A) 
To purchase various awareness tools, posters, signs, etc. related to violence against women. 
Telephone: (415) 252-8089 


Fax: (415) 252-8991 
Web site: http://store.yahoo.com/fypfstore/ 
and 


http://endabuse.org/index2.php3 
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Status of Women Canada does not accept responsibility for the content on these sites. 
However, we have made every effort to ensure that these links were current when this 
Organizer’s Tool Kit was prepared. 


AWARENESS / EDUCATION / INFORMATION / RESOURCES FOR CAMPAIGNS 


Department of Justice Canada (bilingual) 
Web site: http://canada.justice.gc.ca/ 


Education Wife Assault (English — partly bilingual) 
Web site: http://www.womanabuseprevention.com/ 


Fondation des victimes du 6 décembre contre la violence (French) 
Web site: http://www.fondationsixdecembre.com/ 


Healthy Relationships (bilingual) 
by Men for Change 
Web site: http://www.m4c.ns.ca 


La violence (French) 


by Ministére de la santé et des services sociaux — Government of Québec 
Web site: http://www.msss.gouv.qc.ca/violence/violence. html 


National Clearinghouse on Family Violence — Health Canada (bilingual) 
Web site: http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/nc-cn 


National Crime Prevention Centre (bilingual) 
Web site: http://www.crime-prevention.org/ 


National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women (bilingual) 
by Status of Women Canada 


Web site: http://www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/dec6/ 


Preventing Violence against Women (English — partly bilingual) 
by Ontario Women's Directorate 


Web site: http://www.gov.on.ca/mczcr/owd/english/preventing/index.html 
Purple Ribbon Campaign (English) 
by Transition House Association of Nova Scotia (THANS) 
Web site: http://www.thans.ca/ribbon.html 
or http://www.chebucto.ns.ca/CommunitySupport/Men4Change/qa.html 


Tragédie du 6 décembre 1989 (French) 
by Ecole Polytechnique of Montréal 
Web site: http://www.polymtl.ca/tragedie.htm 
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Songs Related to Domestic Abuse and Sexual Assault (English) 
by Gerri Gribi 


Web site: http://creativefolk.com/abusesongs.html 


The December 6 Fund of Toronto (English) 
Web site: http://www.decéfund.ca 


White Ribbon Campaign (English — partly bilingual) 
Web site: http://www.whiteribbon.ca 


YWCA of/du Canada: A week without violence (English — partly bilingual) 
Web site: http://weekwithoutviolence.ca/ 


RESEARCH 


Alliance of Five Research Centres on Violence (AFRCV) (bilingual) 
Web site: http://www.uwo.ca/violence/alliance/alliance.htm 


Canadian Research Institute for the Advancement of Women (CRIAW) (bilingual) 
Web site: http://www.criaw-icref.ca 


Centre de recherche interdisciplinaire sur la violence familiale et la violence faite aux femmes 
(CRI-VIFF) (French) 
Web site: http://www.criviff.umontreal.ca/ (this address might change soon) 


Centre for Research on Violence against Women and Children (English) 
Web site: http://www.uwo.ca/violence/ 


FREDA Centre for Research on Violence against Women and Children (English) 
Web site: http://www.harbour.sfu.ca/freda/ 


Muriel McQueen Fergusson Centre for Family Violence Research (English) 
Web site: http://www.unbf.ca/arts/CFVR 


Research and Education for Solutions to Violence and Abuse (RESOLVE) (English) 
Web site: http://www.umanitoba.ca/resolve/ 


INTERNATIONAL 


Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on violence against women (bilingual) 
by United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Web site: http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/7/b/mwom.htm 


Violence against women: a priority health issue (English) 
by World Health Organization 
Web site: http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/vaw/infopack.htm 


Violence against women around the world — everydcy acts, innovative solutions (English) 
by United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) 
Web site: http://www.unifem.undp.org/ 


WomenWatch (English) 
by United Nations 
Web site: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/ 


Status of Women Canada (SWC) © www.swe-cfc.ge.ca/dec6/ 


National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women 


December 


§ VIDEO SUGGESTIONS 


2001 


The following is a selection of relevant films for the National Day of Remembrance and 
Action on Violence Against Women taken from the more extensive catalogue of 


the NATIONAL FILM BOARD (ONF). 


A LOVE THAT KILLS (1999, 20 min) 


Abstract: 

A Love That Kills is a powerful documentary that 
tells the tragic story of Monica, a nineteen-year- 
old woman who was murdered by her former 
boyfriend. Monica's mother speaks passionately 
throughout the video, bravely telling viewers 
about her daughter's lite and tragic death. She 
describes the helplessness she felt watching the 
emotional and economic abuse. She later 
discovered that physical battering was also part 
of the violence that Monica endured. In a 
parallel conversation, young people list the 
symptoms of partner abuse from male and 
female points of view. A Love That Kills helps to 
identify the warning signs of partner abuse, 
especially in young people, and the damage it 
causes emotionally and physically. It will help 
generate discussion and action and is 
appropriate for use in Health, Guidance, Family 
Law or Social Studies classes. 

Director: Annie O'Donoghue 

Producers: Jack McGaw, Shelley McGaw, Svend-Erik 
Eriksen, George Johnson 


HOW THEN SHALL WE LIVE (1999, 24 min) 


Abstract: 

Through personal interviews with people who 
have left abusive relationships, How Then Shall 
We Live explores the process of leaving and 
rebuilding. The video offers practical and legal 
suggestions for those who need to leave 
situations of domestic violence and for those 
who would like to be supportive neighbours, 
service providers and friends. The video and 
accompanying discussion guide have been 
designed in consultation with rural, disabled, 
and aboriginal people, with gays and 


lesbians, immigrant and visible minorities, older 
adults and teens to create recognition and 
understanding of the issues of domestic 
violence. The guide can be used for small 
community groups, schools and professional 
workshops. 


Producers: Susan Risk and S.T.O.P.S. to Violence 


MARKER OF CHANGE: THE STORY OF THE 
WOMEN'S MONUMENT (1998, 52 min) 


Abstract: 

This is the remarkable story of a small and 
determined group of Vancouver feminists who 
set out to create a permanent marker to name 
and remember the 14 women murdered at 
I'Ecole Polytechnique in Montréal on 
December 6, 1989. The success of their 
struggle, amidst controversy and criticism, is a 
benchmark in feminist history and a Canadian 
model for social activism. 


Producer: Hilary Jones-Farrow 


BEHIND CLOSED Doors: A MULTICULTURAL 
DOCUMENTARY ON FAMILY VIOLENCE 
(1998, 24 min) 


Abstract: 

In their own languages, three women, from 
different ethnic and cultural backgrounds discuss 
how violence has affected them and their 
children. Their courageous stories reflect on 
cultural barriers to seeking help, personal 
turning points, and how they survived and 
started new lives for themselves and their 
families. English, Spanish and Punjabi with 
English subtitles. 


Producer: Deluxe Productions Canada Ltd. 
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PERSONAL ALARM (1997, 46 min) 


Abstract: 

Women across Canada are carrying rape 
whistles and personal alarms when they walk 
alone, arming themselves with weapons in the 
home and taking self-defense courses in record 
numbers. Concern for personal safety is 
escalating: headlines warn that another 
dangerous offender is being released; women 
see public spaces as danger zones; the home 
alarm industry is booming. In Personal Alarm, 
women from a wide range of age groups and 
backgrounds share fears and strategies for 
personal safety, revealing how the emergence of 
a culture of violence has forced them to take 
significant measures to keep themselves — and 
their children — safe. Determined not to become 
victims, they learn that responsibility for their 
own protection often means discovering their 
inner strengths and resources. 

Director: Paula Kelly 

Producers: Joe MacDonald, Graydon McCrea, Paula 
Kelly, Liz Jarvis, Buffalo Gal Pictures Inc., Journey 
Films, National Film Board of Canada 


You Can't BEAT A WOMAN (1997, 96 min) 


Abstract: 

A documentary with a punch, You Can't Beat a 
Woman delves into violence against women, 
journeying to six very different countries. In 
segments shot in Canada, Russia, Israel, South 
Africa, Chile and Japan, women survive their 
violent relationships with men. Reclaiming their 
lives from experiences of rape, incest and verbal 
and physical abuse, they search for sources of 
healing. Sometimes shocking, sometimes 
uplifting, the film presents a provocative 
perspective on the universal issue of women's 
human rights. 

Director: Gail Singer 
Producers: Joe MacDonald, Graydon McCrea, Gail 
Singer, Ches Yetman 
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CHARTING NEW WATERS: RESPONDING TO VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES (1996, 38 min) 


Abstract: 

Charting New Waters is a video and study guide 
about violence against women with disabilities. 
The video includes interviews with criminal justice 
personnel and disability advocates as well as three 
dramatic scenarios. It can be used as a tool for 
teaching caregivers, social workers, advocates 
and criminal justice personnel how to respond to 
this issue in a way that is sensitive and innovative. 
(Also available in French under the title Une 
nouvelle cartographie : comment répondre a la 
violence faite aux femmes handicapées) 


Producers: Justice Institute of British Columbia 


DOUBLE JEOPARDY (1996, 30 min) 


Abstract: 

Double Jeopardy characterizes the extent of 
violence against women with disabilities and 
suggests ways of addressing this issue at the 
local level. Women with disabilities, who are 
survivors of family violence, tell their stories. This 
video is primarily intended for women living in 
independent living centers, their caregivers and 
other professionals working in the field. 
Producers: Canadian Association of Independent 
Living Centres 


VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN: BREAKING THE 
SILENCE (1995, 50 min) 


Abstract: 

Hosted by a RCMP constable, this video contains 
stories of hope for women who are in violent 
relationships, and provides practical and 
valuable information on how to leave an 
abusive partner. Breaking the Silence also gives 
advice and understanding to people who know 
of, or witness domestic violence, and offers help 
for abusers. The video focuses on the secrecy 
surrounding domestic violence, urging 
individuals and the community, to speak out and 
"break the silence". 

Producers: Kari Nelson, Floyd Lansing, Friday 
Communications Inc. 


ee 
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE: HOW TO RESPOND TO CHILD 
WITNESSES OF WOMAN ABUSE (1995, 22 min) 


Abstract: 

Make a Difference is intended for use by a variety 
of children's service providers, educators and 
community volunteers. The video includes: an 
accompanying guide, information on the effects 
on children of witnessing abuse of women, 
suggestions to help identify child witnesses and 
steps to take in the event of disclosure. 


Producers: Campbell & Co. Communications 


DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: PARTS I AND Ii 
(1994, 74 min) 


Abstract: 

Aimed at front-line workers and health 
professionals including doctors and nurses, this 
video provides the viewer with a comprehensive 
view of the issue of violence against women. 
Examining a variety of topics from the history of 
violence against women, to how to detect wife 
abuse injuries, to how to question women 
suspected of being abused, this video is an 
excellent training tool for any health 
professional. With clear, direct messages the 
video illustrates the seriousness of wife assault in 
an informative and innovative manner. 
Producers: Vancouver General Hospital, Domestic 
Violence Program University of British Columbia, 
BiomedicalCommunications 


A PLACE TO Start (1994, 41 min) 


Abstract: 

This educational video package is for women who 
have been assaulted by their husbands or 
boyfriends. Many will be going to court as 
witnesses for the prosecution in wife assault cases. 
Several women survivors of abuse share their 
personal experiences. Professionals, including a 
police officer, prosecutor, and judge, describe 
what happens when a charge is laid anda case _ 
goes to court. The accompanying handbook offers 
women more details about the legal system and 
other support available. (Also available in French 
under the title Aprés I'agression) 

Director: Marc Stone 


Producers: Marc Stone, Michael Collier, Yaletown 
Productions Inc. 
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WHEN WOMEN KILL (1994, 48 min) 


Abstract: 

What would make an ordinary woman kill her 
husband? This powerful documentary is about 
three battered women who, after years of 
violence, kill their abusers. These women killed 
when they felt they had no other options: the 
police and the courts did not protect them, and 
society failed to take them seriously. When 
Women Kill challenges the legal system to 
confront the systemic and widespread violence 
that men inflict daily on the home front. (Also 
available in French under the title Ces femmes 
qui tuent). 

Director: Barbara Doran 

Producers: Ginny Stikeman, Annette Clarke, Jerry 
McIntosh, Barbara Doran, Signe Johansson, Morag 
Productions Inc., National Film Board of Canada 


WITHOUT FEAR (1993, 24 min) 


Abstract: 

Without Fear is a powerful film of how six 
women became survivors. Following the journey 
of Bessie, Dulari, Emma-Jane, Karen Jean, 
Leonie and Lisa, we begin to understand the 
landscape of violence in Canadian society and 
why all women are at risk of being abused. 
These women are among the 4,000 people the 
Canadian Panel on Violence Against Women 
met during a nationwide consultation tour. In 
this film, you will get to know them personally 
and find out what needs to be changed so that 
one day all women in Canada can live without 
fear. (Also available in French under the title 
Pour ne plus avoir peur) 

Director: Aerlyn Weissman 

Producers: Peter Williamson, Rachel Low, Claire 
Welland, Bernard Léveillé, Ira Levy, Breakthrough 
Films and Television Inc. 


DISCOVERING THE CHILD WITHIN: THE ABUSE OF 
PREGNANT WOMEN AND THEIR CHILDREN 
(1992, 30 min) 


Abstract: 

Discovering the Child Within is an exploration of 
the lives of women who have been battered 
during pregnancy, effects on the woman, 
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the fetus and the effects on the family and the 
professionals who serve them. It is felt by the 
developers of this video that it will serve as a 
dispeller of the myths and misconceptions 
relating to woman abuse and the unborn. 


Producer: Kem Murch Productions 


A ROOM FULL OF MEN (1992, 48 min) 


Abstract: 

A Room Full of Men addresses the questions of 
why men are violent against women and how 
men can change. The documentary examines a 
group of men with a history of abuse towards 
women and their personal efforts to change. As 
the video unfolds both participants and viewers 
learn that violence is more than bruises and 
beatings. As long as some men believe they 
have authority and control over women, both 
physically and mentally, the potential for 
violence exists. 

Director: lan Preston 


Producers: Stephen Onda, lan Preston, Darcy 
Mitchell, Heartland Motion Pictures Inc. 


Where can I rent videos? 


Actlon on Violence Against Women 


2001 


AFTER THE MONTREAL MASSACRE (1990, 28 min) 


Abstract: 

December 6, 1989. Sylvie Gagnon was 
attending her last day of classes at the University 
of Montréal's Ecole Polytechnique, when Marc 
Lépine entered the building. Separating the 
women from the men, he opened fire on the 
women students, yelling "You're all a bunch of 
feminists". Sylvie survived, while fourteen other 
women were murdered. This video makes the 
connection between the massacre and male 
violence against women, setting the stage for an 
exploration of misogyny and sexism. 

Director: Gerry Rogers 

Producers: Louise Lore, Ginny Stikeman, Nicole 
Hubert, National Film Board of Canada, Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation 


The National Film Board (NFB), Health Canada’s National Clearinghouse on Family 
Violence and Vidéo Femmes offer a selection of videos dealing with the problem of violence 


against women. 


Many of the National Film Board (NFB) films are available through your local public library as 
well as a number of sales outlets across the country. Check the NFB collection on their Web site at 


http://cmm.onf.ca/E/recherche/index.ep|l?session=reset. You can also order videos directly from the 
NEB by calling their toll free number 1-800-267-7710 or (514) 283-9900 (Montréal region only). 


For a copy of the video catalogue Preventing Family Violence of the National Clearinghouse on 
Family Violence, call 1-800-267-] 291 or (613) 957-2938. You can also visit the section on 
Women Abuse of the video catalogue on-line at http://www.he-sc.gc.ca/hppb/familyviolence/html/ 
preventing/english/. Items may be borrowed through interlibrary loan. Please contact your public 
or institutional library to make arrangements for any such loans. 


Vidéo Femmes also offers a selection of videos on women’s issues, produced by women. Visit 
their Web site at http://www.clic.net/~videofem/index.html. For more information on renting their 
videos, contact Vidéo Femmes by telephone at (418) 529-9188, fax at (418) 529-4891 or e-mail 


at videofem@clic.net. 
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Some facts (statistics) 
on violence against women 
in Canada 


HIGHLIGHTS - Women as victims of crime 


Fact! Half of Canadian women (51%) have been victims of at least one act of physical or sexual 
violence since the age of 16. ' 


Fact! Of all victims of crimes against the person in 1998*, females made up the vast majority of victims 
of sexual assaults (85%), criminal harassment (78%) and kidnapping or abduction (62%). ? 


Fact! Of all female victims of violent crimes in 1998*, 51% were victims of common assault, 11% of 
sexual assault, 10% of robbery, 9% of assault with a weapon causing bodily arm and 6% of 
criminal harassment. ” 


Fact! Women are much more likely to be victimized by someone they know than by stranger. In 
1998*, 78% of all female victims were victimized by someone they know (35% by a close friend 
or a business acquaintance, 32% by a current or past partner, 11% by other family members) 
while 22% were victimized by a stranger. ” 


* 


The 1998 data are based on a sample of 169 police departments in 6 provinces who participated in the 1998 Revised 
Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, representing only 46% of the national volume of reported crimes. 


FEAR OF CRIME 


Fact! Women tend to be more fearful of being victims of crime than men. In the General Social Survey 
of 1999, nearly two-thirds (64%) of women reported feeling somewhat or very worried while 
waiting for or using public transportation alone after dark, more than double the proportion of 
29% for men. About 29% of women reported being somewhat or very worried if they were home 
alone in the evening (compared to 12% of men) and 18% of women felt somewhat or very unsafe 
when walking alone in their area after dark (compared with 6% of men). ? 


CRIMINAL HARASSMENT (stalking) 


Fact! Over three-quarters (77%) of reported* victims of criminal harassment in 1999 were women. * 
Fact! Nine in ten female victims in 1999 were stalked by men. * 


Fact! While one in five women were stalked by men who were casual acquaintances, most women were 
stalked by men with whom they had been in previous intimate relationships, usually an ex-husband 
or ex-boyfriend (58 %). Four percent (4%) of women were stalked by current partners. * 


bd 


The 1999 data are based on a sample of 106 police departments in Canada who have consistently reported to the UCR2 
Survey since 1995, representing only 41% of the national volume of reported crimes. 
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SEXUAL ASSAULT 


Fact! |In 2000*, 27,154 sexual offences were reported in Canada, including 24,049 sexual assaults 
and 3,105 other types of sexual offence (such as sexual touching, invitation to sexual touching, 
sexual exploitation, incest, sodomy and bestiality). Women made up the vast majority of victims of 
sexual assault (86%) and other types of sexual offences (78%). ° 


Age of victims 


Fact! In 2000*, the majority (54%) of female victims of sexual assault were under age 18 (20% were 
under age 12 and 34% were from 12 to 17 years old). Adult women aged 18 and over 
accounted for 45% of the female victims. With regard to other type of sexual offences, 43% of 
female victims were under age 12, 40% were from 12 to 17 years old, and 16% were adults. * 


Relation to offenders 


Fact! In 2000", 40% of female victims of sexual assault were assaulted by a friend or casual 
acquaintance, 23% by a stranger and 23% by a family member (including a spouse or ex- 
spouse). 


* 


The 2000 data are based on a sample of 166 police departments in 9 provinces who participated in the 2000 Revised 
Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, representing only 53% of the national volume of crime. 


SPOUSAL VIOLENCE 


Fact! According to the 1999 General Social Survey, only 37% of cases of spousal violence involving 
female victims were reported to the police in the five years preceding the survey. ° 


Type of assault 


Fact! Female victims of spousal violence tend to experience more severe consequences than male 
victims. Of all victims of spousal violence in the five years prior to the 1999 General Social 
Survey, female victims aged 15 years and over were almost seven times more likely to be sexually 
assaulted than male victims (20% versus 3%), five times more likely to report being choked (20% 
versus 4%), more than twice as likely to report being beaten (25% versus 10%), and almost twice 
as likely to report being threatened with a gun or a knife or had one used against them (13% 
versus 7%). Female victims were also pushed, grabbed or shoved almost twice more than male 
victims (81% versus 43%). ° 


Severity of assault 

Fact! Female victims are more likely than their male counterparts to suffer some kind of physical injury 
as a result of spousal violence. Of all the victims of spousal violence in the five years prior to the 
1999 General Social Survey, female victims aged 15 years and over were three times more likely 
than male victims to report experiencing a physical injury (40% versus 13%), and five times more 
likely to require medical attention as a result of a violent incident (15% versus 3%). ° 


Fact! In many cases of spousal violence reported in the five years prior to the 1999 General Social 
Survey, the violence or the threat of violence was so severe that almost four female victims in ten 
(38%) feared for their lives, while the rate for male victims was less than one in ten (7%). ° 


Number of incidents 

Fact! Women are more likely than men to be victims of multiple incidents of spousal violence. Sixty-five 
per cent (65%) of all female victims who reported being assaulted bya current or previous partner 
were victimized on more than one occasion (compared with 54% of male victims) and 26% 
reported being victimized more than 10 times (compared with 13% of male victims). ° 


ee Earp Spy aranneneer 
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Spousal violence after separation 


Fact! According to the 1999 General Social Survey, marital separation does not necessarily mark the 
end of a violent relationship. Forty percent (40%) of women with a former violent marriage or 
common-law relationship reported that violence occurred after the couple separated. ” 


Admission to shelters 


Fact! From April 1, 1999 to March 31, 2000, there were 96,359 admissions (57,182 women and 
39,177 children) to 448 shelters for abused women across Canada. ® 


Fact! |n a snapshot taken on April 17, 2000, 89 shelters turned away 476 people* (254 women and 
222 children). More than 7 in 10 of these shelters (71%) turned women and children away 
because the shelter was full. ® 


* — A person maybe turned away from more than one shelter on a snapshot day. 


HOMICIDE and SPOUSAL HOMICIDE 


Fact! Women made up one quarter of the victims in the 542 cases of homicide committed in 2000.’ 


Fact! Data on solved crimes indicate that 55% of all female homicide victims in 2000 were killed by 
someone with whom they had an intimate relationship at one point in time, either through 
marriage or dating (compared to 7 % of male victims). ” 


Fact! |n 2000, 67 persons were killed by a current or an ex-spouse in Canada. Three of four victims of 
spousal homicide were female (51 women compared to 16 men): 
e 37 women were killed by a current male spouse (legal or common law) 
e 14 were killed by a separated or divorced male spouse. ” 


Fact! |n addition to those killed by a spouse, 16 females were killed by a current or an ex-boyfriend 
y asp ¥ 
(compared to 2 male victims killed by a current or ex-girlfriend). ° 


Sources: 


1. Statistics Canada (1993) “The Violence against Women Survey”, The Daily — November 18, 1993, Ottawa: Statistics Canada. 
Statistics Canada (2000) Women in Canada 2000: A gender-based statistical report, Ottawa: Statistics Canada. 


3. Besserer, S. and Trainor, C. (2000) “Criminal Victimization in Canada, 1999”, Juristat 20(10), Ottawa: Canadian Centre 
for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada. 


Hackett, K. (2000) “Criminal Harassment”, Juristat 20(11), Ottawa: Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada. 


Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics (2001) Canadian Crime Statistics 2000 — Catalogue no. 85-205, Ottawa: Canadian 
Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada. 


6. Statistics Canada (2000) Family Violence in Canada: A Statistical Profile 2000, Ottawa: Canadian Centre for Justice 
Statistics, Statistics Canada. 


7. Hotton, T. (2001) “Spousal Violence after Marital Separation” Juristat 21(7), Ottawa: Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, 
Statistics Canada. 


8. Locke, D. and Code, R. (2001) “Canada’s Shelters for Abused Women, 1999-2000”, Juristat 21(1), Ottawa: Canadian 
Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada. 


9. Fedorowycz, O. (2001) “Homicide in Canada — 2000”, Juristat 21(9), Ottawa: Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, 
Statistics Canada. 
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Evaluation 
and 
Comments 


To help us with planning for next year’s National Day of 
Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women (2002), Status 
of Women Canada (SWC) would like your comments on the 
material prepared for this year. Please complete this evaluation 
form and return it after December 6, 2001 to the following address: 
Status of Women Canada (SWC) 
Communications and Consultations Directorate 

123 Slater Street — 10" floor 

Ottawa, Ontario KIP 1H9 
Fax: (613) 943-2386 


1) Tell us about yourself (check one as appropriate) 
Q Individual Q Labour organization 
Q Community-based agency/organization Professional association / corporation 


O 


Q) School board / School (elementary, high school) QO Private sector / business 
Q College, CEGEP Q Governmental institution (federal, provincial, municipal) 
Q) University Q Other 


2) Where do you live? (check one) 


OQ Newfoundland and Labrador Q Quebec Q Alberta Q Northwest Territories 
QO Prince Edward Island Q Ontario Q British Columbia Q Nunavut 

OQ) New Brunswick Q Manitoba Q Yukon Q Outside Canada 

OQ Nova Scotia Q Saskatchewan 


3) How did you hear about the material produced by Status of Women Canada for this 
year’s National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women (2001)? 


Q Not applicable / did not know about it Q) Local/community newspaper 
Q Notice (Order Form) / Letter from SWC Q Television 
Q E-mail message from SWC Q) Radio 
Q E-mail message from other source than SWC Q Employer / Teacher 
QO SWC’'s Web site Q Community organization 
Q Link from another Web site to SWC’s Web site Q Word-of-mouth 
Which one? Q Other 
Q National newspaper 


4) Did you organize an activity to commemorate this year’s National Day of Remembrance 
and Action on Violence Against Women (2001)? 


Q Yes Q No Q) Not applicable 
If YES, what kind of activity did you organize? (Check as many as applicable) 
Q Distribution of material Q Testimonial from a survivor of Q Fundraising event 
(white/purple ribbon, rose violence Q March 
buttons, pamphlets, etc.) Q Information Kiosk / Fair QO Photo / Art exhibit 
Q Vigil / Memorial Service Q Concert / Show / Play Q Photo, drawing, painting or writing 
Q Minute of silence Q Round Table / Public Session contest 
Q Poetry or other readings Q Conference Q Writing and/or publishing an article 
Q Video or film screening Q Group discussion / Workshop Q Other 


a 
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5) Using the chart below, please rate the quality and the usefulness of the material: 


QUALITY USEFULNESS 


ITEM 


N/A — Did not use 


Somewhat useful 
the material 


6) Do you recommend that Status of Women Canada provides similar material for next 
year’s National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women? 
QO) Yes OQ No 


You answered YES/NO because: 


7) Are there other kinds of material you would like Status of Women Canada to produce 
for next year’s National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women? 


8) Did you visit the pages dedicated to this year’s National Day of Remembrance and 
Action on Violence Against Women on SWC’s Web site (http://www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/dec6/)? 
Q) Yes Q No 


If NOT, why not? 


9) Ideally, how soon would you like to be able to order/receive the material produced by 
SWC for the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women 2002? 
Q) September 2002 Q October 2002 Q) November 2002 


Additional comments: 


Thank you! 


——s ssssssssssssSss———sSsS— 
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NATIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE AND ACTION 
ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 


PRODUCTS AVAILABLE 


e POSTER (bilingual - double-sided) (01-G-011) 
General poster (12” x 19”) to promote the National Day of 
Remembrance and Action on Violence against Women. 
(Limit: 10 per organization/school, 2 per individual) 


ORGANIZER’S TOOL KIT (bilingual) (01-G-012) 

This guide provides information and suggestions to help you plan an 
activity for December 6. It is full of suggestions for activities and 
contains some fact sheets that you can easily reproduce for distribution. 
(Limit: 10 per organization/school, 2 per individual) 


ORDER FORM 


Name 
Organization 
Postal Address 
Telephone 


Fax 


FRET se Cs Quant 


POSTER ORGANIZER’S TOOL KIT 
(01-G-011) 


(01-G-012) 
RETURN TO: 


Status of Women Canada 
Distribution Cenire 
123 Slater Street — 10" Floor, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1P 1H9 
Fax: (613) 957-3359 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


REGISTRATION FORM 


Province 


Date and time 
Type of event 


Sponsoring 
organization(s 


Location 


Other relevant 


information about the 
event 


/ Coriaetperson(s}re [pros ect eiscasiuan gos iin mera 


Please return to: 


Status of Women Canada (SWC) 
Communications & Consultations Directorate 
123 Slater Street — 10" floor 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1P 1H9 


Fax: (613) 943-2386 


Only information on events related to the National Day of Remembrance and Action 
on Violence Against Women and open to the public will be posted on our Web site. 
All event information must be submitted to us before November 30, 2001. 


Please, allow a minimum of five (5) working days for the information to be posted. 
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